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LBTTBES OF COLONEL GBOEGE CKOGHAK 

[The following letters of Colonel George Croghan, addressed to Thomas 
Wharton, a prominent merchant of Philadelphia, who was one of a com- 
pany of gentlemen largely interested in lands in Western Pennsylvania 
and Virginia, are of interest, as they graphically describe the situation of 
affairs in the vicinity of Fort Pitt between the years 1768 and 1774. 
Colonel Croghan was a native of Ireland. Coming to Pennsylvania, he 
settled near where Harrisburg now stands, and, as early as 1746, was an 
Indian trader. Having acquired the confidence of the Indians and a 
knowledge of their language, he was made an agent for the colony, and 
by a certain vigor of character, joined to a wary and sagacious policy, 
gained much influence over the tribes from Pennsylvania to the Missis- 
sippi Eiver. He served as a captain of guides and scouts in the Brad- 
dock expedition. In 1763, he was sent by Sir William Johnson to 
England to confer with the ministry in relation to the Indian boundary- 
line. The vessel on which he sailed was wrecked off the French coast. 
Two years later, while on a mission to pacify the Illinois Indians, he 
was attacked, wounded, and taken prisoner to Vincennes. He was, how- 
ever, soon released, and succeeded in accomplishing the object of his 
mission. In May of 1766, he made a settlement four miles distant from 
Fort Pitt, and continued thereafter to render valuable service in pacifying 
the Indians and conciliating them to the British interests up to our war 
for independence. Colonel Croghan died in Philadelphia in the summer 
of 1782.] 

Fort Pitt April 17, 1768. 
Dear Sir. 

I wrote you on ye 10th, since which Time a great Dum- 
ber of Indians of different Nations is come here, & from 
the accounts I have from those that is come I think there 
will be not less than a thousand Indians at the Conference 
besides Women and Children. 

The accounts I expected from Detroit is not yet come 
tho. an Express was sent for them, But the "Weather has 
been so bad this Spring the Indians has not chose to Travel. 

I have sent of ye accounts of this post to Sir William 
Johnson across the Country, to expedite the payment. . . . 
I hope I shall be able to give you some satisfactory accounts 
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of the Indian's Sentiments tho. some appear very sulky at 

present. . . . 

Dear Sir your most 

Humble Servant 

Geo. Croghan. 

P.S. Mr. Allen and Mr. Shippen is arrived with a Com- 
mission to purchase ye Condolence presents, But that I had 
taken care of before, agreeably to Sir "William Johnson's 
orders. I am glad these Gentlemen are come up to Repre- 
sent ye Province, as I hope they will do me the Justice on 
their return to say I have done every tbing in my power to 
serve the Province. G. C. 

Foet Pitt May ye 7 th 1768. 
Dear Sir. 

The Conference here with the different Nations in this 
part of the Country is now Ended. Tbe Indians has been 
Condol'd with for the Cruel Murders committed on their 
people by the Inhabitants of y r Government, and I think 
they are Reconciled on that Head, and if the Boundery 
Line be settled with them this Summer and the Frontier 
Inhabitants observe a Friendly intercourse between them 
and such Indians as may go into the Settlements I am of 
opinion a Long and Lasting friendship may be kept up 
between them and his Majesty's subjects. I have done 
every thing in my power to place the Good people of y r 
Government in ye fairest Light with the different Nations 
& would hope Mr. Allen & Mr. Shippen, the Governor's 
Commissioners will do me the Justice to acknowledge it. 

For the particulars of the Treaty I must refer you to the 
Copy I have inclos'd Mr. Galloway. 

Your most obedient and 

Most Humble Servant, 

Geo. Croshan. 

June the 21 s ' 1769. 
Dear Sir. 

I have been out in the "Woods these 20 days past setting 
the Surveyors to work on running the Boundry Line be- 
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tween this Government and the Indian Hunting Ground. 
... I wrote you some time ago about the purchase you 
desired me to make for you & your Brother and am sorry it 
has not been in my power to make it on the Terms you ex- 
pected, But the Time is over I assure you in this part of the 
Country for making cheap purchases for there is no body 
now that will sell except myself on any reasonable terms 
and its Necessity only that obliges me to offer mine as I do 
for could I get Money on Interest at Ten p cent I should 
make thirty p cent by keeping my Lands but three years. 
. . . The Surveyors are going on fast with dividing the 
Atigo Tract & I believe will soon be done. . . . 
I am Sir with Great Esteem y r most 

Obedient & Hum We Servant, 

Geo. Oroghan. 

July 18 th 1769. 
Dear Sir. 

Eight Days ago I was favour'd with yours of the 10th 
June. I should have answer'd it before now but was then 
lying in a violent Fit of the Gout, for ye first time w h has 
confin'd me to bed for 18 days & now am only able to sit on 
ye bedside. . . . 

Sir "William Johnson is up in the Six Nations Country 
... by what I am inform'd from the Detroit there is no 
foundation for the Report of a Broil with ye Nations there 
the Differences in the Spring being between them & the 
french & not the English. 

I am Dear Sir with great Respect 

y r most obedient & most Hum 1 " 18 
Servant, 

Geo. Croshan. 

Nov. 11* 1772. 
D* Sir. 

. . . The enclosed packett from y r brother I must request 
you will forward by the most speedy & safe conveyance as it 
is necessary he should have it before he leaves England — its 
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relating to something necessary to be known before ye 
bounds of pensylvania be settled as I here both partys 
intend to settle it amicably. Scull's Map is a very fradu- 
lent one & has been published with a view to D'ceive the 
publick here, w h they have done effectually & rob'd ye peo- 
ple of vast sums of Money & phaps they had in view like- 
wise to get a Line settled with ye proprietors of ye New 
Colonie by that Map. I have had ye Rivers Monongahela 
run from Fort pitt up to Descous Line where it crosses that 
River & find that they have placed fort pitt 13 miles on a 
direct Line more North than its True situation in order to 
show it opposite to a "Western bend in the River Dellaware 
about Easton. I have likewise had ye Youghiogheny River 
& find ye body of that River to be in ye New Colonie I 
believe to the forks of Turkey foot. I have likewise had 
part of ye Ohio river run all wh prove that Sculls Mapp 
was Intended as a Masterly piece of Deception intentionally 
done. I can assure you with Great Truth that Fort pitt 
lays above twenty miles to the Westward of ye "Western 
bounds of pensylvania giving Mr. Penn 54 miles to a De- 
gree of Longitude from every part of Delaware & his five 
Degrees and the Lands that will fall to ye New Colonie & 
that has been sold by pensylvania is well settled and all 
very fine soil & that an office may open for ye Sale of ye 
New Colonie at £10. Sterling pr. hundred & half penny 
Quitrent. It is true some Lotts may be left on ye proprie- 
tors hands, but in Ten years Time those parts will sell for 
more than ye best will bring now. This I write you for y r 
own satisfaction & y r friends that they may make what use 
you please of it. . . . 

I am Sir with Great Respect 

Your most Hum"" Servant, 

Geo. Croghan. 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 23 d 1772. 
D E Sir. 

Your favour by Kayathsuts I received about a fortnight 
ago & that by Doctor Jones yesterday he did not come here 
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or I should have show'd him any Courtesy in my power. . . . 
The letters you forwarded me by ye Soldier Express came 
safe to hand & was very satisfactory since that I received 
from Sir W. J. a copy of the Report of the Cabinet Council 
& his Majestys confirmation of the New Colony on the 14th' 
of August last it being sent by Lord Dartmouth to Sir 
"William & me that the different Nations & Tribes might be 
made acquainted that it was his Majestys pleasure to form 
ye New Colony or Settlement on Ohio. A copy of the 
Confirmation part of the proceeding on that day I enclose 
for y r & friends perusal. 

With respect to the Demolishing this post I believe that 
measure has been through Lord Hillsburgh & the last Stroke 
of his Resentment. Sir W. J. was never consulted on it, 
however I can assure you that it has a very different effect 
on the different Nations. On that occasion I sent Mr. 
M°Kee amongst them to put the best face we could on the 
measure & they appear very happy & spoke their sentiments 
very plainly. The 18 th Regm' has been obnoxious always 
to them & no wonder from their Conduct. Mr. M°Kee 
sets off again in a few days to notify the New Colony to 
them & you may be assured they will receive the News 
with Great pleasure & satisfaction. It appears clearly that 
their Sulkiness hitherto has proceeded from a Jealousy at 
the Neglect shown to them by ye Colonys and a Suspicion 
they intended that ye Troops we kept here were to be made 
use of against them one Day or other. Now they are gone 
these surmises are all vanished & they say they can live in 
the same peacable manner with their brethren ye English 
as they did formerly before ye English & french came to 
fight in their Country w h had turu'd all their young peoples 
heads and made both rogues & fools of them. So I believe 
that the Measure w h I believe was design'd to hurt the New 
Colonies will serve only to promote its settlement with 
peace & Frugality, and you may be assured they will make 
a very proper answer to his Majesty by Mr. M°Kee. 

Mr. Hooper return'd yesterday from the Great Kanhawa 
& Green River & some days ago a gentleman from Virginia 
Vol. xv.— 28 
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was here who knows all ye Lower parts of the New Colony 
& by what accounts they give me the Limits will be near 40 
million of a M & you may be assured the Lands will sell at 
Ten pounds Ster 1 p hundred & half penny Ster 1 quit rent as 
fast as they can be surveyed. 

"With much Respect yr most 

obedient Humble Servant, 

Geo. Croghan. 

Pittsbuegh May 11 th 1773. 
Dear Sir. 

By the Letters you forwarded by Mr. Murray we must 
expect yr Brothers arrival in the course of next month. 
I wish he was come as most of the people in this Country 
is now in great Confusion on account of the Governour & 
Council of Virginia granting patents to Col. "Washington 
for 200,000 acr" of Land on Ohio & the Great Kanahwa. 
It is likewise reported & I believe with Truth that ye Gov- 
ernour of Virginia has granted a County on the Ohio & 
grant patents for the land. Capt. Bullet is now here with 
instructions to secure Lands on ye Ohio & to make returns 
to Virginia. ... It has been very unfortunate for me that 
ye proprietors of the New Colony has never published their 
success in obtaining it had they done that it would have 
made people hereabouts very easy, what their reasons were 
I cant conceive. 

Yr most Hum We Servant, 

Geo. Croghan. 

Oct"' 15 th 1773. 
Dear Sir. 

I wrote you a long letter ye beginning of last month in- 
forming you the situation of ye Indians & how uneasy they 
began to be on account of the Governor of the New Colony 
not coming to Treat with them and requesting you & the 
other Gentlemen concerned in ye Colony to send up some 
goods for presents to appease them & some money to pur- 
chase provisions w h is not to be got without ready Cash to 
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maintain them & some of the Gentlemen to come up & 
speak to them. 

By this Time I Expected yr answer but have not received 
it & if you should not undertake that Matter I am plung'd 
into ye Greatest Difficulties. 14 Days ago a number of the 
Chiefs of ye Hurons Ottaways & Chipaways from ye other 
side the Lakes with some Chiefs of ye Delawares came 
here in ye whole a hundred to attend ye Intended meeting 
with the New Governour, and are Eating up every thing I 
had provided for the use of my family this Winter. The 
whole of the Delawares, Shawnose and Six Nations in this 
Country are much alarm'd at Capt. Bullott & Capt. Thomp- 
son going down ye River with numbers of people to Settle 
a Country wh they were Informed by the Kings Messages 
was not to be settled — this with ye iutire Neglect shown to 
them by ye Commander in Chief & Superintendant for some 
years past & their withdrawing ye former favours w h was 
usual to Give them has led all those Nations to believe that 
we are favoring some Designs against them. This Neglect 
took place as soon as Lord Hillsborough opposed ye Hew 
Colony. I clearly saw it was intended to throw this Coun- 
try into Confusion so as to produce a broil with ye Indians 
& Inhabitants by w h his Lordship would have gain'd his 
point. On that occasion I Resigned my appointment that 
I might oppose the Measure & have hitherto Luckily suc- 
ceeded with a considerable Expense. 

None of these Nations has made any Hunts this Summer 
nor will they Hunt this fall or Winter but continue in their 
villages. They now begin to suspect that I have Deceived 
them & if they are now Disappointed of a Treaty & presents 
the consequences may be easy guessed at. 

Tho. it appears to me that the King & Council has given 
no delay to the New Colony, yet as all ye other Depart- 
ments of Government has given every Delay in their power 
to the Completion of it, its not unlikely those Gentlemen 
may be delay'd till next Spring, therefore if you have not an- 
swered my former Letter or that you & the Gentlemen con- 
cern'd in the New Colony will not assist as I have requested 
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in furnishing goods for presents & money to purchase pro- 
visions & paying ye Expenses acruing now here I beg you 
may the Day after you receive this Dispatch an Express to 
me with your final answer, that I may Dismiss the Indians 
here & let the other Nations know they are to expect no 
Treaty this fall, & at the same time inform the publick what 
I apprehend may be the consequences & put them on their 
guard — for I have as I mentioned in my former Letter made 
use of all my Influence & address & Exerted every Nerve to 
support it & can do no more. I have created myself num- 
berless Enemys on this account in pensylvania & have no 
Interest in the Colony save ye former purchase I made of 
ye Natives & must Now think of my own Safety. . . . 
I am Sir with much Respect 

yr most Humble Servant, 

Geo. Croghan. 

Pittsburgh Dec br 9 1773. 
Deak Sir. 

My last Letter to you was after some Chiefs of ye Indian 
Nations from over the Lakes arriv'd here & requesting your 
assistance with ye other Gentlemen concern'd in ye New 
Colony, to wh. I have had no answer. From the Conduct 
of Capt s . Bullot, Thompson and a number of other Land 
Jobbers last Summer I had reason to suspect that the pub- 
lick peace of this Country was in Great Danger. . . . 

There met here about 400 Indians of Seven different 
Nations in consequence of the messages sent me by several 
noblemen & others of the proprietors, and nothing prepar'd 
for them, so that I had my Choice of Difficulties to encoun- 
ter if I refused to meet them or supply them with provisions 
it threatened a disgust w h might produce Mischief. At 
length I chose the other method & tho. I was in some doubts 
of gaining credit for presents yet I was lucky in obtaining 
credit from Mr. Simons & Mr. Campbell for what I wanted 
& for provisions I was reduced to the necessity of pawning 
what Little plate I had & some other valuable things to raise 
Money to purchase of them to supply ye Indians so you can 
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Judge what Strates I have been put to on those Gentlemens 
account, & since Last Spring that I received those Letters & 
Instructions I have never had a line from them tho. at that 
Time they assured me in ye Strongest Terms that every 
thing was Settled & that the Grant would pass ye Seals in a 
few days & that ye presents was packt & ready to be shipt 
(w h is very clear Now was not the Case). Notwithstanding 
this I have hopes those Gentlemen has more Honour than 
to let me suffer. Tis currently reported here that there will 
be no New Colony & that its all Lay'd aside since General 
Gage went home, & as ye Delays w h it has met with is so 
frequent this Report is Generally Believed, even by these 
who wish it to take place. 

The Indians who met here are all gone home much better 
satisfied than I Expected so that I flater myself yt Tran- 
quility of this Country is onst more Established & the way 
open'd for ye New Governor (if Ever he Comes). 

The Emigration into this Country is surprising I am told 
by some Gentlemen, that there cant be less than 60000 
Souls settled between this place & the mouth of that River, 
so that the policy of ye People in England delaying ye 
Grant of ye New Colony in order to prevent Emigration 
answers not their purpose, as it Does not prevent ye Settling 
of this Country. 

Yr most Humble Serv* 

Geo. Croghan. 

August 10 th 1774. 
Dear Sir. 

... I was in great hopes that your Governor and Assem- 
bly would have fallen on some Measures to Treat with ye 
Six Nations up this River & ye Delawares who live on the 
frontiers of pensylvania or opposite to the province but I 
find they have done nothing of that kind. Mr. St. Clair 
who is the only person in Westmorland County that does 
anything or is capable for ye publick Tranquility has been 
likewise in hopes something would be done. I fear things 
hag not been well known with you or that there is too great 
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a Spirit in the frontier people for killing Indians & if y r 
Assembly give into that Spirit instead of Securing the 
friendship of the Six Nations & Delawares by negotiation 
no doubt they will soon have a General Rupture. The Six 
Nations and Delawares have given the strongest proofs of 
their Desire for peace & has taken great pains indeed to 
prevent ye War w h is now carrying on between the Virgin- 
ians & Shawnose & those two above mentioned Nations has 
long Expected to have heard from their friends in pensyl- 
vania & begin to Construe ye Neglect as a settled design in 
the Colonys against them. I have done everything in my 
power to preserve the peace of this part of ye Country at 
an Expense I am no longer able to support. The Delaware 
& Six Nations Chiefs begin to suspect that unless some peo- 
ple of understanding from Philadelphia comes immediately 
to Treat with their Nations that a general Rupture will 
happen as all their "Women begin to be very uneasy. Those 
Chiefs have likewise taken Notice to me that they have not 
heard one "Word from their Friends the Quakers all this 
Time w h gives them great concern. Indeed was your 
Brother arrived & his presents near this everything might 
be settled, but as that is not the Case & Sir W. J. Dead, 
nothing but Commissioners from Philadelphia or some of 
the friends coming up to Talk with them and making some 
expense can in my opinion prevent a general rupture & that 
must be very speedy. I wish you could send me about 
30000 White Wampum and 20000 black that I may try the 
utmost of my power & Influence with ye Nations for the 
publick Tranquility before I leave this for here I cant stay 
long as I caut support ye Expense nor have I money to pur- 
chase any thing with to support them and all the expense 
falls on me — no other person in this Country seeming in- 
clin'd to do any thing — Such Sir is the Situation of this 
Country. 

Till I receive y r answer w h shall determine my Stay in 
these Parts I am with much Esteem 

Yrs. 

Ceo. Ckoghan. 
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(Private.) 

Y e 12 th . 
Dear Sir. 

I have not yet dar'd to inform the Country of their Dan- 
gerous situation as if I had they would all fly away over 
the mountains Except a hint I drop'd to Mr. St. Clair who 
is ye only prudent man on this occasion in these parts. 
Lord D[unmore] is not yet come up here & if he does 
come I have hut little hopes if we may Judge from ye con- 
duct of his Affairs who all laugh when they hear that Van- 
dalia is likely to take place, and they look on his Lordships 
Grants as good as the King's Titles & I am told his Lord- 
ship has said so very lately. However as I wrote you in 
my other letter that I will stay here & do what I can till 
Campbell's return I will so & by that I expect ye answer 
will be full. If nothing can be done quickly by ye gentle- 
men of ye New Colony nor from Philadelphia every thing 
must run into ye greatest confusion. 

I am Sir with sincerity yrs. 

a c. 



